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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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1 . The claims are objected to because they are not in compliance with rule 126, which states 
that when claims are added, they must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number 
next following the highest numbered claim previously presented. 

Applicant canceled original claims 1-14 and added a new series of claims starting with 
number 15. However, the original set of claims extended to 20 claims, which suggests that 
original claims 15-20 were apparently overlooked when the new set of claims 15-42 were 
submitted by amendment. As a result, the instant application currently has two sets of claims 
numbered 15-20 (the first will be treated as if canceled, as was likely intended). 

Applicant should renumber the new set of claims starting with claim 21 and ending with 
claim 48. (Other amendments in response to this Office action may of course prompt applicant 
to make further changes to the claims.) 

In addition, claims 25-29 are objected to because they should depend from claim 22 
(exception: claim 27 from claim 26) instead of from claim 15 because they are method claims, 
and have been treated as such. Claim 15 is an apparatus claim and has its own set of dependent 
claims similar to claims 25-29. Appropriate correction is required. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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Claims 15-35 and 38-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Maesato. 

Addressing broader claims 30 and 39 first, Maesato (noting particularly Fig. 1) generates 
first and second gamma functions (by stages 1 and 2 respectively) from a received value 
characterized by input signal x (noting fig. 3 A); generates first and second gain values (by stages 
3 and 4 and associated multipliers 6 and 5; respectively); and generates a correction value S6 by 
combining the first and second gamma functions and the first and second gain values. 

As for claims 15, 22, 31 and 40, the input circuitry is met by initial stages 1 and 2 which 
receive the input signal x, which input signal is characterized by a data value. 

As for claims 16 and 23, the non- linear circuits 1 and 2 can be considered as providing 
preliminary values (because the values will be modified subsequently into adjusted output forms 
as a completed composite gamma-corrected value). The preliminary values are selected among 
plural values (noting again Fig. 3 A) based on the value of input signal x which define the curve 
shown in Fig. 3B. 

Regarding claims 17, 24, 32 and 33, the first and second gain values (k and 1-k) are 
selected from a plurality of values in response to the determined gamma values, as shown in 
Figs. 2A and 2B. 

As for claims 18, 25 and 38, the output arrangement includes respective first and second 
multipliers 5 and 6 which generate respective first and second products formed by respective first 
and second gamma and gain values. A downstream adder 7 forms the final gamma corrected 
signal. 
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As for claims 19, 26 and 34, LUTs la and 2a are part of the gamma correction stages 1 

and 2. 

Considering claim 20, stages 3 and 4 serve as tables since the values are stored as set and 
reset in accordance to the associated gamma curves (values). 

As for claims 21 and 29, the data value of the applied input signal is a luminance value 
(since a composite television signal is at the input: col. 1 lines 8-13). 

Addressing claim 27, the correction curves (defined by the correction values) are stored 
in LUTs la and 2a. 

As for claim 28, stages 3 and 4 serve as tables since the values are stored as set and reset 
in accordance to the associated gamma curves (values), as noted previously. 

Now for claim 36, the generation of the first and second gamma functions involves 
generating plural selectable gamma functions including the first and second functions (noting 
again Fig. 3A). 

As for claims 41 and 42, the input signal can be a television signal, as mentioned 
previously, which television signal is a video signal comprising luminance characteristic. 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Applicant is informed that Barton (noting particularly Fig. 5) is also relevant to 
applicant's claims. 



4. 



Claims 35 and 37 appear allowable over the prior art. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor R. Kostak whose telephone number is (571) 272-7348. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 6:30am-3:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David W. Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Customer Service Office whose telephone number is (703) 308-HELP. 
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Victor R. Kostak 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 
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